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My Experience with Rural Skills by Andrew Ross

My name is Andrew Ross and | am in my fifth year at Invergordon Academy.
In my third and fourth years | took a course called Rural Skills and | am going
to write this article about the advantages | have gained from Rural Skills, what
| have got out of the course and what | have decided to do next to develop a
career in Forestry.

Rural Skills was an ideal course for me to take as it consisted of my favourite
outdoor tasks like Estate Maintenance, Crop Production, Land — Based Skills
and most importantly Forestry. | put so much effort into doing tasks well and |
thought if | put my all into it them | will benefit from it in the future. As a group
in Rural Skills, we had to work confidently and efficiently in a team, | felt |
took the lead in keeping our group working and working well with each other. |
felt this was a great aspect for Employability Skills. Another advantage was
that | made some very strong friends as we all needed to get on to ensure that
we completed tasks well.

| thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of Rural Skills such as tasks like planting
vegetables and trees, creating a vegetable plot and fencing the vegetable site,
setting up drainage in Balnagown Estate and lambing in the Spring.

These pictures show me lambing — where we were working in a team!

| have gained from Rural skills;

A real experience of being in a working environment

Meeting new people who are skilled

Skills like lambing, communication (talking, listening to instructions and taking
orders on how tasks are to be completed)

How to use tools like Silky Saws, radisseurs for re- tensioning fences, rakes,
petrol leaf blowers and a variety of other tools and equipment.

How to look after and maintain my equipment and belongings as we had a
responsibility over our boots, boiler suits, waterproofs and gloves.

| have also learnt employability skills such as being ready on time, health and
safety risk assessments , to report to teachers in advance if | am absent and
being prepared for tasks.




This was with Davey Mackay and myself in Lairg where we were felling
Christmas trees with silky saws to deliver them to Carbisdale Castle and other
places where they were needed.

| have always had a strong ambition to become a Forestry worker as a career,
hopefully in the Commission. | loved the Forestry Commission placement in
Rural skills where | worked with Davey Mackay — Conservationist in Forestry
Commission Scotland from Ardross. He took me to do various and very
different tasks such as visiting sites to count and survey trees that were newly
planted, grass cutting at Aldie Burn — Scotsburn, building benches and gates
at Tain Hill Walk, cutting down and delivering Christmas Trees and finally we
went to harvesting sites to learn the processes of timber production and see
the large scale machinery used.

This encouraged me to keep this ambition up and when | recieved my SQA
Exam Results | was very pleased that | got a strong pass in Rural Skills. This
is with thanks to Mr Humble, Balnagown Estate and Davey Mackay from
Forestry who have allowed me to progress forward to reach my ambition of
working in Forestry.

Early in Decmeber 2010, | was able to apply for my dream full — time college
course in the Scottish School of Forestry, Balloch near Culloden where | have
decided to go ahead and hopefully sit a Degree in Forestry. This will allow me
to expand my knowlege in Forestry and gain far more skills in the main areas
of working in a Forestry environment. This course is a six year course where |
hope to meet new people and have a fantastic chance in reaching my
ambition by getting a job in the Forestry Commission! Rural Skills has helped
me towards this and our group of eight or nine pupils went for a tour to take a
look at the Scottish School of Forestry which made me even more convinced
that Forestry is the way forward for me!

So this article that | have written is mainly to say that Rural Skills was very
beneficial for me and my dream career in the future. It is to show how much
this course has done for me. It has allowed me to pick the career path |
wanted to follow and to do well in reaching my ambition.

So | would like to say a massive thank you to Invergordon Academy and the
Forestry Commission for all the effort you have put in for me to do well in
Rural Skills, and in helping me toward my ambition of a career in Forestry,
with the best results possible.
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Curriculum for Excellence Up-date

Staff and pupils are continuing to work on Curriculum for Excellence
throughout the year.

S1 courses have all been looked at carefully and some changes made where
needed.

We have had another afternoon working on the Guardians interdisciplinary
project and are looking forward to inviting parents to see the results next term.
There are some smaller interdisciplinary projects on the go as well. Music and
PE have been working together on Scottish music and social dancing in the
lead up to the Christmas disco.

Learning and Teaching is a big focus this year. Staff are looking carefully at
many different approaches including Active Learning. Pupils have been
getting used to doing a lot more self and peer assessment.

We have been looking at some different models for the structure of the school
week and there will be information on this coming out to parents later this
session. We will also be looking at the curriculum S1-3 as well as the Senior
Phase. We will share information about that with you in the New Year.

A busy time in 2010 and an even busier one in 2011.
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